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The following pages detail the course offerings that 6th grade students at 
Marie Murphy have the opportunity to take. While the content of the 
courses is set, the timelines for delivery of units are our best 
approximation and are able to be adjusted to take into account students’ 
prior knowledge, rate of content and skill acquisition, and deviations from 
our normal calendar. 
 
We hope that you find this to be a useful resource in understanding the 
scope and sequence of our course offerings at 6th grade. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Art 6 
Course Description: The purpose of this course is to begin to develop an awareness and appreciation of the visual 
experience and of the limitless possibilities for making things. Students will be referencing and critiquing the work 
of famous artists and cultures to help us in this journey. In this 18 week course students will create 6 works of art 
using many mediums centered around the Common Core Art Standards for Grade 6. Students learn the discipline 
and gain experience mirroring the practices of artists. 
 
Unit Calendar: 

 
 
Creative Writing 6 
Course Description: Creative Writing is an 18-week, one-semester curriculum that focuses on teaching the 
narrative strand of the Common Core writing standards through writing workshop. In each unit, students will work 
through the writing process while having choice in topics, studying mentor texts (works by published authors), and 
implementing strategies taught in class. Students will have an opportunity to practice modeled skills on a daily 
basis. They will learn how to critique others’ writing, formulate effective feedback and use it to revise their own 
writing. 
 
Unit Calendar: 

 
 



English Language Arts 6 
Course Description: 6th Grade English is a combination of literature study and writing development. Each unit of 
study is comprised of varying English Language Arts Common Core State Standards focusing on the following areas 
- reading, informational text, writing, and language. Vocabulary is studied on a weekly basis, based on the 
literature that is being covered in class. The writing curriculum is based on concepts and methods created by Lucy 
Calkins' writer's workshop. Lessons are differentiated to meet the needs of all learners.  
 
Unit Calendar: 

 
 
 

French 6 
Course Description: The French language experience at Marie Murphy is filled with diverse, multimedia language 
activities. Students begin their introduction to French by focusing on the four key areas of foreign language study: 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The course represents an ideal blend of language learning pedagogy and 
online learning. Each unit consists of a new vocabulary theme and grammar concept, reading and listening 
comprehension activities, speaking and writing activities, cultural presentations, and interactive activities and 
practices which reinforce vocabulary and grammar. There is a strong emphasis on providing context and 
conversational examples for the language concepts presented in each unit. Students should expect to be actively 
engaged in their own language learning, become familiar with common vocabulary terms and phrases, comprehend 
a wide range of grammar patterns, participate in simple conversations and respond appropriately to basic 
conversational prompts, analyze and compare cultural practices, products, and perspectives of various Francophone 
speaking countries, & take assessments where their language progression can be monitored. 
 
Unit Calendar: 

 
 
 



Math 6 
Course Description: The middle school math curriculum’s focus is to teach students how to make sense of 
problems and persevere in solving them. As mathematicians, we use abstract and quantitative reasoning in order to 
construct and defend arguments and critique the reasoning of others. Additionally, we practice modeling with 
mathematics, using appropriate tools strategically, and attending to precision in our calculations and vocabulary. 
We regularly look for patterns in our problem-solving and apply those patterns in different situations. All 6th 
Graders learn the following variety of topics: fractions, decimals, proportional reasoning, rational numbers, algebra 
(expressions, equations, & inequalities), geometry, & statistics. 
 
Unit Calendar: 

 
 
Math 6 - Accelerated 
Course Description: The middle school math curriculum’s focus is to teach students how to make sense of 
problems and persevere in solving them. As mathematicians, we use abstract and quantitative reasoning in order to 
construct and defend arguments and critique the reasoning of others. Additionally, we practice modeling with 
mathematics, using appropriate tools strategically, and attending to precision in our calculations and vocabulary. 
On a daily basis, we look for patterns in our problem-solving and apply those patterns in different situations. All 6th 
Graders learn the following variety of topics: fractions, decimals, proportional reasoning, rational numbers, algebra 
(expressions, equations, and inequalities), geometry, and statistics. The Accelerated Math class moves as a faster 
pace and includes approximately one-third of the seventh grade common core state standards, involving additional 
work with rational numbers and proportional reasoning. 
 
Unit Calendar: 

 



Music 6  
Course Description: General Music is an 18-week course that presents a deeper understanding of music through 
skill building and the exploration of creating and performing music. This includes: learning techniques in how to 
play various instruments, compose, and improvise. The class will emphasize basic music elements, such as rhythm, 
melody, tone, harmony, dynamics, tempo, and style, through music making, listening, discussion, and 
participation. Throughout the semester, the course will integrate music literacy, music history, music technology, 
and making connections to music outside of the classroom. 
 
Unit Calendar: 

 
 
Physical Education 6  
Course Description: Physical Education involves the acquisition of knowledge and skills that provide the 
foundation for sport, a physically active lifestyle, and social development through physical activity. Activities 
typically include those that increase strength, endurance, and flexibility; reinforce safe technique; teach the rules 
and conventions of games and sports; and explore the relationship between physical activity and health. 
 
Unit Calendar: 

 



Science 6 
Course Description: Earth science, biology, chemistry, and physical science, are the foundations of the sixth 
grade science program. Sixth grade scientists learn how to carry out the systematic gathering of information 
through various forms of direct and indirect observations and the testing of this information by various methods, 
including experimentation. Students apply their learning through lab activities and projects, and regularly 
experience science first-hand in a self-contained, fully equipped science lab. The lab is linked to the Internet for the 
collection of information, on-site collaborations, and the collection of data from the automated weather station. 
 
Unit Calendar: 

 
 
Social Studies 6 
Course Description: We live in a world that is increasingly complex and interconnected. The sixth grade social 
studies curriculum will focus on some of the major changes in world history, from the rise of agriculture to the 
rediscovery of classical values during the Renaissance. By the time students leave the sixth grade, they should 
have an understanding of how geographic circumstances both enrich and challenge a society; that civilizations can 
create different economic models to meet their basic material needs; that how a society organizes itself can vary 
dramatically; that cultural values often reflect and reinforce other forces at play within a society; and that there is a 
wide range of religious beliefs in the world that express how different peoples have understood the world. 
 
Unit Calendar: 

 
 



Theatre Arts 6 
Course Description: Theatre Arts is an 18-week, one-semester curriculum that presents creative theatrical 
concepts, performance projects, and interactive reflection opportunities in a communal learning environment. Each 
semester, students are challenged to develop their technical acting skills, creative problem solving skills, and ability 
to analyze and interpret written dramatic material and personalize it through performance. Also emphasized is the 
students' contribution to the health of the class learning environment and their individual growth in their 
interpersonal communication skills through learning appropriate listening skills, constructive feedback techniques, 
and respectful group problem solving strategies. 
 
Unit Calendar: 

 

 


